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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge O Level English 1123, and to
show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the subject’s curriculum and
assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from June 2018 scripts to exemplify a range of answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help teachers
to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Therefore, in some
circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much comment.

The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the School Support Hub.

These files are:

June 2018 Question Paper 12

June 2018 Paper 12 Mark Scheme

Past exam resources and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub:

www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Cambridge O Level English Language 1123 4
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How to use this booklet

This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level response for
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in
the right-hand column are the examiner comments.

Example Candidate Response — Task 1, high Examiner comments
Ouestion _ Part - . _ o e e L, @ For Task Fulfiment, the
T p Teale A _ - . o candi.date afids more informa}tion

i . - : than is required by the question
. — : P to ensure that the format looks

Tt bdes . S b Perdro Soiceiped ] authentic. In particular, a topic

Feom_Wesmo. Ediranghe , wlons_ 1o A . heading is supplied.

Dabe 45 oF v Qg

) e * L . @ .| @ The candidate can use
10 B35 e - T o vocabulary which is precise
Pow @ Losiey beoak Az dor . stodests R S -
_Ag Foual College Ve __tncreoafog e . \
. = _ - = . Examiner comments are
- o Ve W a TR T e | o Hlne Fbaderids  munihors iga o .

-z — alongside the answers. These
L Answers are by real candidates in exam conditions. explain where and why marks | |
These show you the types of answers for each level. were awarded. This helps you

Discuss and analyse the answers with your learners in to interpret the standard of
Kthe classroom to improve their skills. Cambridge exams so you can
help your learners to refine

Ktheir exam technique. J

How the candidate could have improved their answer

The candidate was able to identify keywords in the text and utilised them as part of the answers. This candidate
interpreted explicit and implicit information, including the writer’s attitude. The candidate also demonstrated
understanding of how to write using appropriate language and structure to effectively answer the questions.

This section explains how the candidate could
have improved each answer. This helps you to
interpret the standard of Cambridge exams and
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The question asked why the author uses these particular phrases to convey his meaning. Many candidates only
gave the definition or explained the phrases without giving the reasons why the author used these particular phrases.
Therefore, the reponses gained only one mark.

Often candidates were not awarded Lists the common mistakes candidates made
marks because they misread or in answering each question. This will help your
misinterpreted the questions. learners to avoid these mistakes and give them

the best chance of achieving the available marks.

5 Cambridge O Level English Language 1123



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Task

1

Example Candidate Response — high

Examiner comments
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© For Task Fulfilment, the
candidate adds more information
than is required by the question
to ensure that the format looks
authentic. In particular, a topic
heading is supplied.

e The candidate can use
vocabulary which is precise
enough to convey shades of
meaning.

e For Task Fulfilment, the
candidate includes personal as
well as general experience, as
required by the question.

o The candidate uses images to
convey the situation.

e For bullet point 1 of Task
Fulfilment, the candidate has
indicated realistic difficulties.

G The spelling is nearly always
accurate, even when the word
is a difficult one. Later examples
include the word ‘beneficial’.

0 ‘minimal’ is another example
of the candidate using good
vocabulary.

© For bullet point 2 of Task
Fulfilment, the candidate gives
several appropriate suggestions.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

Question  Part

"jreod-‘tje.aa the. _capdren il be oo owdn mpe. | @The candidate uses some
) - variation in sentence structures to

. relosing.  pact...do _esk; ae R ety
By _mendgiog . theas crawds the  shudentd . ume create some natural fluency.
- G TELIEVE  Joypuni€s___in_ Mne  condesn il Yeduse |
[readly. . ood _dneMes mody lwportactly. the | @ sentence separation is
sehogl... il be e AG a0l i Th mé' Unerenging : accurate and the punctuation
Ahes R studendwl _E‘_w,,w -+ lotge  drowds Lo generally helpful.
the. condeen im: & hentia rarosd e o studéents _
seduclos _ Buch  largr  asounts oF sxdents o | () For Task Fulfilment, the

candidate has addressed bullet

: m.-—._ﬁ‘Tﬂ%_ﬂcﬂ-ﬂ%e_é_-‘o___mﬁlx,,_...bﬁél‘_..;amb.%ne,E!‘.c-i_a_T_'&'f ahruidenhs .
point 3.

@ npticg of .
A ne o -Ir:akzsﬂ ol thesd | auageshions
_ ; ek Hmmg : o C ;

+o. g0 - Ak Ahe ondeln | bondoded .4 ecaiev Poy eugegone.

@ The paragraphs show some

1 _ tponGtipit ' | evidence of planning, usually
@ e - | according to the separate bullet
€11, Bdivraingre ) 1 points.
R bt @ For Task Fulfilment, the
AN : : | | candidate at the end includes an
- @ . . - ‘ appropriate signature to enhance
, ' ' 1 | the format.

@ Overall, the writing is
increasingly accurate with some
slips caused by ambition.

Task Fulfilment: 13 out of 15
Language: 12 out of 15

_ Total mark awarded =
- | 25 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could have improved their answer

« As far as Task Fulfilment was concerned, there was good understanding of purpose, situation and audience,
as well as an entirely appropriate format. The tone was also appropriate. Although the candidate did well with
difficulties and suggestions for bullet points 1 and 2, the third bullet point was addressed rather than fully answered.
The point said enough about the benefit for the students but it needed more information regarding exactly how
the school had benefited. As it was, it relied on saying that the school ‘will be able to cope’ and earlier it said there
would be less expense but a little more detail here would have helped.

» In Language, although the script improved and maintained a natural fluency, the opening paragraph had slips
of agreement (‘Most student’), spelling (‘by’ for ‘buy’) and the use of a non-sentence. The candidate could have
checked these before moving on to Section 2.

» Also, as far as Language was concerned, the candidate needed to vary the vocabulary a little more, particularly
in the opening paragraph. There was too much reliance on the repetition of vocabulary and expression, notably
‘canteen’ and ‘as a result’.

* There was an attempt to vary structures but even more variety of sentence lengths and types would have helped.
The same was true of the punctuation which, although adequate, lacked sophistication. The correct use of, for
example, question marks and semi-colons would have helped.

Cambridge O Level English Language 1123 8



Question  Part

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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o For Task Fulfilment, the basics
of the format (date, audience and
signature at the end) are provided.

9 The purpose of the writing is
understood and the start of the
second paragraph makes the
situation clear.

e Simple, accurate punctuation
such as the use of the full stop
helps with sentence separation.

o The candidate addresses bullet
point 1 by providing three basic
difficulties, all of which are related
to the situation set out in the
question.

e Spelling of a basic vocabulary
is usually accurate and the later
words ‘nervous’ and ‘hopefully’ are
more sophisticated words which
have the correct spelling.

e The suggestions given to
address bullet point 2 are sensibly
related to the difficulties in
paragraph 2 and so they answer
the problems the school has.

0 The overall meaning of the
writing is never in doubt with some
simple accurate structures.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

Questlon Part
- a | | Thi it _dhe fnir!al.{l...-:;:t)__Make__.éaf;ﬁ.%&_.ﬁhﬂﬁ;_gﬁf_fﬁﬂm{;&%ﬁx_ — e The candidate makes clgar
how the students will benefit and

.. optully  Hhe  princpol  enn see . 5 na io | . .

(o) hepztully e pr “’f’“, RO ASL J_Ja’ée‘”;j*—“w"&—a*“ﬁm‘; gives more than one benefit.
s [* 1. L% 1

- i : .
: ; e _ I @ Paragraphing is made clear

& © 2 and appropriate by the candidate.

Task Fulfilment: 10 out of 15
Language: 7 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
17 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could have improved their answer

Although the candidate made the purpose, audience and situation clear, a lot of the question was lifted to form

the answer. This gave an artificial correctness to the text, paragraph 1 especially. The whole of the text relied very
heavily on the vocabulary and expression of the question and the candidate could have used their own words more
convincingly. Using the words of the question to this extent made it difficult for the candidate to convey any sense
of their own opinion.

The format of the piece was generally good. However, the candidate could have made it even better by avoiding
the use of ‘Thank you’ at the end which made the ending seem like a letter.

The candidate addressed all the bullet points but in bullet point 3 the candidate omitted any specific mention of the
school benefit. The expression ‘easier for everyone’ did not make up for the lack of specific reference to the school.

Although the overall meaning was never in doubt, the candidate could have given more attention to the use of
verbs and tenses which were often incorrect. This meant that it was difficult to find correct sentences and certainly
there was a lack of ‘patches’ of accuracy.

The candidate could have used a far more varied vocabulary. The words ‘student(s)’, ‘break’, ‘snack’, increase/
increasing’ and ‘easy/easier’ occurred very frequently indeed and dominated the text.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response —

Cileation
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Examiner comments

0 The use of the candidate’s own
words in the opening paragraph,
rather than lifting from the
question, shows understanding of
purpose, audience and situation.

e The work is paragraphed
logically.

e The use of sub-headings for
the main paragraphs discussing
difficulties and suggestions,
together with the use of bullet
points within these paragraphs,
gives the text some idea of being
a report. Furthermore, there are
several points made for each
of these two paragraphs. It is
important when using bullet points
that the sentences should be full
ones as here and not written as
notes.

o The candidate uses statistics
which is a useful way of
suggesting research for a report.
This helps the Task Fulfilment but
should not be overused.

e As far as the Language of the
text is concerned, the overall
meaning is never in doubt.

Cambridge O Level English Language 1123
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — low, continued Examiner comments

Questlan  Part
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PAf Mgl . .

V-vatlb’l ";1/]_. s P ek ey §F

2l e . _ @ At the beginning and the

— [ end, the text type is generally
- appropriate.

Task Fulfilment: 8 out of 15
Language: 6 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
14 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could have improved their answer

As far as the Task Fulfilment was concerned, the first two bullet points were answered reasonably well. However,
even though there were several points made in each paragraph, there was no mention of what the question
required — an answer to the problem of buying snacks in the canteen at break time. All the difficulties and
suggestions given were unrelated to this central problem. Therefore, each of the first two bullet points was only
partially addressed.

The same was true of bullet point 3. There was little mention of the benefit to the school. The scores of the
students improving was just as much a benefit for them as the school. To say that for the school ‘the rules will be
more completely’ was unclear. Again, there was no reference to the buying of snacks at break time. As with bullet
points 1 and 2, the information was not specific enough and the candidate needed to concentrate more on the
issue of buying food in a crowded canteen.

With the Language the overall meaning of the text was never in doubt. However, there was only the occasional
accurate sentence and the candidate was not able to achieve any ‘patches’ of clear, accurate writing. There were
many errors in spelling (the two different spellings of Principal at the start of the text), tense and verb (‘share’
instead of ‘shared’), agreement (‘...almost 70% of student...’) — all such errors needed correction.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

Some candidates did not see that there were two parts to one of the bullet points and so they answered only one
half of that bullet point. If the bullet point is in two parts it will have ‘and’ written in bold letters to show that two
pieces of information are required to address the point fully.

Another common error was to get the format wrong, either by not writing a report or by mixing together the report
and letter formats so that it was unclear; quite often candidates would start with a proper report format and then
end it with an inappropriate letter valediction such as ‘Regards’.

Many candidates tended to lift part of the question as their opening paragraph when they were uncertain about how
to begin. This sometimes had the added disadvantage that, instead of explaining the difficulties faced, they said
only that there were difficulties.

Some candidates relied too much on supplying long lists of difficulties or suggestions for bullet points 2 and 3
rather than explaining a little more. Because ‘difficulties’ and ‘suggestions’ were plural, they had to supply more
than one but a few of each with proper detail proved to be much more effective than listing as many as possible.

Occasionally, candidates make the mistake of introducing too much narrative into the Section 1 answers. Telling
long stories about scuffles in the school canteen was done when time would have been better spent on other
difficulties. There is a fine line to be drawn between providing detail and providing too much detail in narrative form.

There was sometimes an issue to do with tone. The vast majority of candidates were admirably polite in addressing
the Principal but there were a few examples where candidates were a little forceful in saying something like ‘Make
sure these suggestions are implemented’.

In language, the greatest problems in Section 1 were usually to do with tenses and agreement. Some candidates
found it difficult to use the correct tense when distinguishing between a general difficulty and a specific event — for
example, they would use the present tense to describe the difficulty (‘the canteen is always crowded’) and would
continue with the same tense when referring to an event in the past (‘Yesterday, | am in the canteen...’) so that the
sequence of events was uneven. A similar problem occurred when candidates referred to future benefits and were
unsure as to whether to use ‘would’ or ‘will’.

Cambridge O Level English Language 1123 14



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Task 2

Example Candidate Response — middle

Examiner comments
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fovres Lony Lo, peiplp o .J?.Q (So we Coakirned fo look ol

begen, Absar 3:00pe v had Ladhed  leokina ad Mo Gsplagys

A AR magoum And medR oar weer 1y S \‘LEM[‘-‘W{'A Tael

breese faddonly blew ot ws and b felh great:

N o} AL g
S T B L

A—c--inr\ Beravirg ol the l'\‘hr‘qrn,r,WQ_ desk o book 4o

read and Ged o Pl Yo S'\%.UPar\ rendica vl Mand somgone

[Sholiro, 58 e \‘\\:r‘q‘-q Mj‘ Lrothe. a~y T Farapd Srouad Gnd 5*\w

% Salh ey shoawne. We had de tevee owr vy do F’V“EVEI\;\' .

L\eﬂ\mnn\ \Jl‘_'r'ﬁﬁv- P”Qh&j = qmg-\ b o st oy he 1

_&mhrg\,.“ wing, {»Qa\sm_ My brodher apg T Diearly fou cabeved afte.

Yo &fﬂ\-r-\-'i.— 7 eover. Morceover, we alsy heard  Fomgone e haopian

Sord peasic, Chore ‘a‘-{_\/\fa Soaw o Peraag boy @ lowien il b
g

qc\liep.\. T saw thev PRl am tha doreaeban ke MPPRM .

WP_. s Fha  Lorsl  whide reseakiey o -CKQWQ;--_T}\QrE Wl i

M?B ﬁlo*fQ_(-._T\\Q Praric IRy oy \‘\'Hr\{ “‘rcm \M‘i ‘B ng of Jf"‘*e

o Early use of adjectives by the
candidate shows that the essay
will be descriptive.

e As far as content is concerned,
the candidate clearly intends to
describe two different locations as
required by the question.

e The candidate can write in
accurate sentences with enough
variety of sentence structure to
include subordinate clauses.

o The candidate’s use of some
scientific vocabulary adds to
the impression that overall the
vocabulary is mainly correct and
sometimes conveys shades of
meaning.

e There is a ‘patch of clear,
accurate language’ which extends
into the opening of the following
paragraph.

e The clear use of frequent and
appropriate paragraphs, based
mainly on the passage of time, is
a feature of this text.

0 The accurate sentence
separation, made clear by the
correct use of full stops, helps the
fluency of the essay.

@ The candidate continues to use
some useful vocabulary as in the
use of ‘relieved’ and the spelling
throughout the essay is accurate.

@ The candidate manages
another small ‘patch’ of accuracy
here which continues just on to
the next page.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued

Examiner comments

Cluestion

Part

Moo By ‘LOKC\ i ‘.\u ka’{f’ +.'\Q_ wglupnd “-{owr\‘ T"\-Q_ +QQM@1Q 130\}!

[rrdecrhond Hhod obhee Poapie ore Concerdritins readeg the hogls.

Towred

Sorne S I ol Gom ks NP3 e

Se"‘ieﬂrw‘l gl Someong Jeoking eadndy dhg 'L:j,,_m,_.i"N\T

Lot amd LT laaked sudnide and Saw an o\d e Sonsking widh o

Q*DF‘“{’“*Q'T“"\"\ SR weeg qﬁ?_\SG\:Qr\% aad wvg fad Yo cover nur o fer.

M{A he _(:‘M“'?' Shof ferckinm Wi foin &Qtﬁi’\*‘?&‘{:o\r"‘-\\érmarﬁ:j‘:

) T
Senlied Fomafiry Lresh Thod U coming Logm saknse.Thes v -raw o

[wroman tn @ Pink blowe rpraving @ fing perfame on M e,

The Snd Y ‘\“Qd.\k"j woondgabd and  net Shaky -

A dlosmi, Sieﬁemﬁm-\a;* g \'\'brnﬂ? Bad

nAde Owr wouy ‘r\ome_\«ﬁa;_ ol had o grgal fime visitina bode |

Fho owrean fad e Uhrac, L hope fhud we wenld have

Seo¥ner aeeat dtwmp viiBies odner lacgs.

@ There is more evidence here of
the candidate’s effort to describe.

m Overall, the essay is adequate
in length and the candidate gives
a sense of unity here in the last
paragraph by summarising the
experience.

Total mark awarded =
18 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could have improved their answer

It was immediately obvious in the first paragraph that the candidate was unsure about which tense to use, given
that this was a descriptive task, because the candidate was caught between describing places and recording
events. The candidate initially decided on a narrative to carry the description and so chose the past tense (‘|
decided...’). However, as early as the second sentence the candidate changed to the present tense (‘...we are
going...’). Such uncertainty was maintained throughout the essay so that the sequence of events was always in
doubt. The candidate needed to choose one tense and stay with it.

When a tense was chosen, it was not always correct as in ‘When he finally stop smoking...".

The candidate needed to vary sentence lengths to make the writing sound more natural. There was too much
reliance on fairly short, ‘safe’ sentence lengths which gave the text a repetitive feel. Even correct sentences, if they
are all very similar, can limit the achievement. Added to this, the sentence types were very repetitive and the use of
question sentences and exclamations would have helped to vary it.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The most common mistake in descriptive essay type was the error made by this candidate, the mixing of tenses.
This was usually caused because some candidates found it very difficult to sustain pure description in the present
tense for this length of essay and so they resorted to adding narrative. Not only did this change the essay type and
so limit the response but it was almost certain to introduce past tenses and the candidate became uncertain about
whether to use past or present.

Many candidates forget to use all of their senses when describing. Sights and sounds were the most popular
elements described but only the better candidates remembered to introduce the ideas of taste and touch and smell.
Also, when prompted by the question to consider the ‘atmosphere’ of a location, too many candidates made the
mistake of thinking that this was merely the weather.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Task 3

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

Question  Part

"9 [Reks] | T ]
o T OB et e DPJ.L quj Noue_ b Shp_udai qtlﬁlsingaqqotationfat the star
T o of the essay is a useful way o
- = o Oite w o ey . . .
i G e ﬂ*—’g e o h" sejor.. L CopnolorShey it beginning the argument.

Vel p&"d-n F’. 'H?wl : } ‘ﬂ@,_, Qgrmﬁo«m rohieh T !’J@
lhete Gy lqm‘inon_s___mc_o_m;g' in igebun Q,e;éf- ; fmmuh_c.s___bqu
v 'Dgw-____hi-ﬂou ever o Hunl  Wohedt boc\bu'ld( '\E,"M-—F;:C"L’ ucH’L\_eu-{' :

e This is a good use of a

| s 2 - - S - : .
P ' _ Q B B I | question sentence in an
EF: : ] ) ; - 1 | ‘Argument essay’ as it involves the
: "_"Re.@f‘”j ~ Ltk o ""‘*ﬂ‘a “E“m"“ Hyg. heel dwo .| reader and varies the sentence
kiols _emed ¢ poreds ~dell _pumed Huy_Qeem | | structure.

_Sa@ﬁ:pﬁ. ﬂ\i'-} ey e r‘lo+ 2 hiy deal o Spracd |
W\om_\j on  Har -Pc(m. Ju ._"‘-_ﬂ.-a«l- At M Gepe ey
Som__;oagpb LJIQ@% ae} mmrneJ anel_ e “['&(-w o B—

for ned G:u‘t'slccmci do_ et *@«J ‘H\tlr ooty _en |
| dteie -ﬁqm\l_.j - 'TL:S{ 3%1) “uohere Hiece I‘IS -qum!q Aletre
",s.ﬂ__@,ﬁpjm'qf well. T ol ogee woifs i _ |

9 : : e The candidate is prepared to

| i express opinions and makes good

1 7 4";’& Seyelbiely  pecple oo Quch. o pein.__bud | use of a quotation to express the

y e 3_9 Q\/cr. ‘{'ﬁ@m R-!- I'F ‘Huu. clidn lo{C_ormL o point of view.

Pd\ﬁ l?(!'t.u'nc‘/‘\ ‘jg;;!.f_)\'_, !\x..n’_, g ﬂl&rﬁ&'}L&-Fe‘tl-—.Q)(ﬂ—-'.-f-g
: __J T : h ; . . wauled s

_— be” boee Hoelay in A Sfepelacel place £ T don’ 9 _

1 'Hfun]& %o . .. Eﬁ;&?t(lu r)acni;‘ e im&mr-['mn‘I |_n CJ_U_-V__'EULM _. e Once agam’ the use of a

heconte idhain. Lmadci __‘.Qﬁqmps__ﬁau\_ —th redgs A, o (S]Zﬁzgoor} Zin;?gg r?]g:ﬁlntalns the
Jup - Furn, ‘ffmfj b P{gp_lf 'ff-u:\/]?: oy b_ecom o fein ’
- "f‘ﬂg: QL&___.M!J_;.(;JFOF‘{'&N‘[ ot lash -f&ijq e ‘T(M Qres
[sDhe e lae Yo feel be.‘H'f.lﬂ _ U ) )

: Q i e The candidate is capable of

.Wf«u.r.). i Comes o trockien_Socie £ #ﬂ vt o achieving ‘patches’ of relatively
Ko ace @ - e & i ‘ eb& L clear writing, as in the latter part of
@ oty Cormpzn: S j 2262 | this paragraph and the beginning

| Moalern Oeccez’iu OFften_ Qeys * ')z,mia -y specelra kesp || of the next.

on Ceying !Yﬂ i Coane. 'Jrﬁi/l:'fj Hol 8o mannmmenrfé
&L{mifj’ Tis. _all bt voi Thaur in mr;ofzi_m S‘aCs_?{,j_;
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

Cuestion  Part

-On ﬂu O'Hu.r }wmo{ Qo 8fo|n<;,(ﬁ£gj¢( recz\Hu fense ‘Fﬁ«r
Q!‘mﬂo(nmn"!‘s owch - H-uu *}‘aL QgJJ Cesie, 94] Horn

| gui‘rr’ Lle rorhe 18, JIDMMQVI' Oum-nlron G5 Lok elo efofe(ﬁg 6 Here, the candidate again
[ - . o .
demonstrates the ability to include

&
-fmoon'[amt M maskm Q.q_c%j(___ﬁ_;m'e” T j&;-{' Onfderd

pg_, Mook . ELL du p‘m@lﬁ___;ghom #w A pedl e A a question sen_tence to involveT
M— M e &c ) :Fw A ot the reader. This also adds variety
i ol : e = f“ ) . 22— | to the sentence structure. By
W"‘_”Jf do_Ses .5“?_’3’ Peaple, fedi_in '170%’1 B‘*TU'L_MI’ following two quite long sentences
: : Jueiping on Ao de o trouble  dhy pull you ouf of | | atthe start of this page with the
A [k Flllcls  people Otive wou achages  befoce _cuned_ofla- | | shorter sentence ‘Well, | got
; P Rl ) = S - & s .
b v ole Something. , ' © | answers....’ the candidate further
increases the range of sentence

- ‘ - . : structures.
T— : Sometians téé&?fq D-&cm]& &la ped El‘%ﬂ Fs  voeden

SOQlQ‘!’u % (_Kc«h ‘!{\&q C’m’@c[« ;+ '; Imfl'er‘- B( ‘H/‘fj
km%u sbodt 1o it roolo Secithy T st e |
Dlo! SCI’BOO}'_ Olc{u\us or_ Mmethe fg«:d-% !qg:.j)eue_r 1 ;“l‘_s__“._;gjgrﬂ i
L. -

Nowadays ., Saciefy  Aiale it o huge prin__To._ Juep ﬂ eThe candidate uses a range
Glaece ~in e —Jrgalm. . | TP ﬁrmnbfpo‘ren‘k %ing oi of vocabulary throughout which

(IS . L ; i is adequate in conveying the
thoicg SQ"“%““ on sy Theeede o okt Lilf) intended meaning. ‘Nowadays’

%ﬁ,‘ fusd. 5 il Story 1o el . Rome, { | is just one example of such
Odulelren  Qand Of\mj elleddy  people on Streed | begouse a vocabulary and there are
oy Camnel.. huntlle Hum’ T e fhads_sohot Ay gt a number of others such as
i redumn Foms Kt flde _as woell {phes Hu jré{a wp._| | ‘Generally’and ‘Moreover’.

- =(%og)}"z gadu ‘(A}}r-br"i o ofd 7%. @#urs w.-/zj Com r'n'rg—,furn.
e 1 _‘.Sja #reb‘ef Hoam C?ao&? § )

'_ . : e Logical paragraphing is a
- Q“*&e‘w"’&’ oay_peint_of  yien /s ‘f&’g‘r/” pieple  oue | | characteristic of this candidate’s
Inpoddert_in”_our femilies_euel proelen Socuedy. a3 work in this essay. This gives unity

st voell .bﬂm,,__ﬁﬁi,@uifw,@i}mgﬁg}_ fif:_ | | and coherence to the text.
I _._‘aﬂﬂq roms W!’—H what o oo C!nr:ﬂ' Sl‘\'ou|c1 ot he Calonzu
: G IMocoover, £ dou Cery Moy e ot important in - | @ The spelling of a word like

. e ly  uow  woill  nat be able 4o builed ap uour  1ife. ‘Moreover’ and others like it
' - T - | suggests that the candidate is

capable of the satisfactory spelling
of more than a simple vocabulary.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued

Examiner comments

Cuestion  'Part

]

{ Thess - onre. Hen  guichens  Loha!
==Y =

Hoeg  Haee For -

J —J . .-
Mo 'ho«ﬁap‘a‘m;s o8 el as  Guddness e oy

e Aot duy  owe L{n}mﬁ@ﬁ@ncj}‘ in .%milq aunel
A _J ) £ pl |

oy Ofb‘ ¥y

_ Jo Sy
Done” o elolecy  proplé  ondh wrdke  Alpm cin imipocuet;

Cociedu -« tot  Cire  udyong . 1 Sew . Uous Shoudd |
[ ik o ’

Jpect od oo oirvly ennad + _pnoslecs Sadeed
I . 4 € -

@ Another ‘patch’ of clear
accurate writing.

@ The punctuation throughout
has, in the main, been accurate
and helpful, especially because
quotations have been punctuated,
question marks have been used
and the sentence separation has
been accurate.

@ As far as content is concerned,
the essay is lengthy and well
sustained. The candidate
manages to convey a point of
view convincingly. By suggesting
both sides of the argument the
essay suggests a balanced and
thoughtful consideration of the
topic.

Total mark awarded =
16 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could have improved their answer

The Content of the essay was satisfactory and so the main areas for improvement were in the Language.

The main improvement that the candidate could have made was to ensure that the correct tense and verb form
was used. This needed checking throughout the essay. Clear examples of the misuse of verbs and tenses were
‘Some children sent away elderly people...” and ‘they have pass the journey of life and knows well...”. These
examples demonstrated how the sequence of the essay was uncertain as tenses and verbs were not consistent.

The candidate had problems with agreement as in ‘Elderly people shows the path...” and should have avoided
these.

There was sometimes a loss of the correct tone in this essay. An Argument essay often requires more formal
language than the other two and here the candidate allowed the tone to slip by using vocabulary and expressions
such as ‘two kids’ and ‘when the world dumps you’ and ‘it's a huge pain’.

The vocabulary, although it was adequate to convey meaning, lacked a little sophistication and the candidate
needed to raise the level of the vocabulary with the inclusion of a few more difficult words.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

It is very important for a candidate attempting the Argument essay to be sure to have enough content or material
to be able to write a satisfactory amount. Also, it is vital for the candidate to have the linguistic skills to carry out the
task adequately. Argument writing is usually a very sophisticated activity and it should only be attempted by those
who are able to carry it out. Often, this title was attempted by those candidates who had a very strong point of view
but not enough evidence or personal experience to back up their point of view.

Candidates sometimes forgot that in order to give their point of view on a subject it is useful to consider the
opposite point of view as well. This gives candidates more to say and suggests they are more balanced and
considered in their thoughts.
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Task 5

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

Question . Part

T L W A e

R’au,ﬁi‘.\ Dl

N --cuﬁee, by Swom st

I LUOr‘Hm wile cldee e ad\m ond Sharem S
Do, iy maw = I

1= Tohw eud Y &'.wqm_ Azm_u?m%w

= B Secxol o

_.?i,@"r Yo @;‘%amew» nﬂi&im :

1= Bohwm ol Situem el bs_ e SO
TUIB _peeple come Yo CGnD\-UYE_, ues :

o e Momad\sﬁk Roni & Qes

com Wide. T ]Wsa crowdy_ Yo P&(‘ﬁ%@;-

= Learud g ib\aﬂ@_{_\;@ﬂ- leseom.

= Never broge . cw , ‘. o o
- (“ﬂxA_d%iOb\ - c o . ﬂ Planning is a sensible idea,

especially when it helps to
determine the proper sequence of
events and tenses. It is important
not to spend too much time doing
. R : , this, especially if it stops the

: . e | | candidate checking afterwards.
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued

Examiner comments

Quastion

Part

| Tasw b -

. ?QMJ_B’(‘}Q(‘

' 9 | e wexe - %&Lh _ .._._._;.,-_\'..QET.Q[Z._Q_}IL&L_Q\LA,“___’I_.,_.'_JAB;)_-,él
heen - waihg ECN Guey O ‘AQ\)" gL Ve, ;

ok any tl%wp »caﬁ,_ammmx uok Ve
__hbade T bhad - adeedly  \eed ta el |
(3) Town _ond  Siwew an B _wokile . _thanes, |
. fed- - Yeask _X.—U\ Viwer, | WAS l.\.\EJ- G.hoeu_\—
L Yo \oke  wiy Vbeaosr m‘-\m Beany 'S ?gg!_\u)ﬁ
] @u "-'@Q)\,\A d&ﬂe G\,\f ; '

m?((’___\b.)ﬁ Y __.3)’_\:__ !

- 9_ "-'i— Wik, & _q_lgrk b\\m_\&e WAGGIA  noes “:
ledetle _eow \d?rlu :

A &_m__jm———ﬁu—ﬂﬁ%:‘. ¢

_igdm\v\) A, Q\ﬁ(»x‘i&b Tk \r\&ﬂ o Shewa

‘iaei@.ez\._\g&g%

e This is a slightly awkward
sentence but it is short and
dramatic and sets the tone for a
spy narrative of this sort.

e It is clear from the whole of
this paragraph that, although the
sentence structure is not very
varied at this stage, the writing is
accurate.

o Another short sentence helps
to set the correct atmosphere.

Brok i\ 05, eseavo bo_ f@iwe \ b ke |
1 e teeme  brow em s maavie. vigh beloie) e The correct use of tenses is
.ib&&w_&@m&l a&_’; i ED;} : helping to suggest the correct
< i __lz_m . S uj«\i 2 g:gu sequence of events.
YO T YO N ma-ile.{_géqmﬂ‘é_wp bid el
. ool Yo LnﬁP 21 guidkdy o, n\ma
- ok %ueﬂ} _Qnay,_ othere anﬂ__&u?ﬂg,ﬁ_ﬁ_\&w
- ag\r o e oY |
- _H_L_E&}._,LQ\AGXL c\c»' [TSCHR Y 'f) P IR TR\ e The inclusion of speech by
: M G Seven auk  Wee - @ wokaler ; the candidate helps to vary the
e Aot Ly Q_mm a Lo\t dow) Lo | sentence structure so that it reads
 {wow  ven  leay U T do . kuow usu'e .| fluently and naturally.
\ake n" %ﬂn?\ QUQ&;&‘L@ gmo . IG\)\U\ @\;A(ﬁ Liwow| . .
g | uaexe _ wcar_vo a (enu e buxed : 0 Appropriate images are used.
U g O :
rexceg ok B caaxc®. m___tw@ud%,; 0o . .
: } - Effective choice of vocabulary
I'. . m% cund N@:\e‘é“j‘ %\Jm W\“ﬁ I and detail (‘annoyed’) helps to
S : create character.
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments
Question 'F'ar_t'__ ; . .
] | oeie \nu,}_.,__ &Au]— sy @MGM j
I _Tl tu&" U Q(m C’é}'j/ \hAq_ : 1010.. At e
‘ 1008 wexe ar‘m&luh gt ok o gec re}
: Ef\\rﬁ%\r\ Ml - &\3@@ e endy
- L __@g_o %\nen. Pm.\ - Buy N Superievs, \\\(ﬁi‘t\jf
P il MG ae . WA \ewers a\acm&_ Uk
) Amdn&:;x{ WO e W Glelmﬁ\m api%cé e
sosvok. B Presidek ol e QA " | @ The candidate continues to
SNICIG (TR LN owt: \ Wod o' bad tediug Q write in a way which is accurate
CJadend e o oud; Toung keew ow Couat | and also manages to include
1Hne. \G\n m\.), MNW% \/L@me,_- w&.ﬁ_ some sophisticated expression
f'_ (‘keen on completing...’). Three
| @ L E.()Ltem E, &mu (F_ Ln pw_- ﬁmomhc: Iines_ later the \;]vctwd ‘housingt’1 is(;:J
| abee s lnousig, ol bbgp Genmadlyds wesk || Preose enough fo convey shades
Eomeﬁc& 5___%&__ N Aows ;Y wse. ' ’
LreNe labe: The. howy kel ‘oee,uw : . .
— ; Paragraphing is effective
1\ uelulu e udeve w&ax_ od Moh W b ?roughgut.p °

: n@&iﬁg@«_m&é adssbe o laYes, R e
meﬁ; R Crac__seade__owd, 2
- %l-ﬂ:f_‘)ﬁz!‘__-wl’@-? iuéséﬂd\ﬁ,).\%e, o Ggenedl |
eebgud, W8~ boe _ Wevak we Wad  beow
-CﬁuaM— Touk e _ugs jusk ane W Spechalog
T Yge) Sk vac Mu?\e Colesn Y,
Lembesed  Wo  voom, vie wece . wpresced ¢ by
Jwhake Wy were. m@«_ o e oaked. veal
genbema\mﬁ amd 1 %M, W) ¢
,\&‘ud i w,_m_ ~diplowale s

_ _..__ :Q\C\PJ veaxéi}{r Q\Q#m — NQ\MJ&L quf&e:f @) The very occasional slips in

verb forms only serve to highlight
_____ _____' &_ wek Gur* - mua < Vo dear Q-\U EREILCTN that the sequence overall is

'.'._.M_,L &\&é Yo Gur %i.wms,‘o > %@_Aam acre e d T | consistent and clear.
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

CQuestion  Part

.M&Hﬁ,n}, &x_ e, Dfe%\c'&e.\dr Re}or& st cadd |
cock , ue hepd 0 VQLQQ;&MQ&._QL;\T_,____ :
“ Deadk wove o _wausecle.” . T 38
ot I Be wen wwe h@im auy: Cxulsle]es
Dbl W and s Sonfe? bed - Lol Buled |

_ouk o - w v agd B D@j\g\h ok | @Again, the precise use of
@ | Iy mmlu mm__m_g}:wm___yﬁ Jewed-| | Vvocabulary such as ‘instantly’

conveys the meaning well and

= oo ol \"‘W-A' Do oW 1 | the use of tense (‘had happened’)

Al al couubesd qu O, ado) - adds sophistication.

@i‘i‘% ' 3::1.3-' - !'\JE i &I (’mr. -,\Weg’\_’kﬁ;l 1(;;\.9.»&- '- . | @ The candidate cleverly uses

————s e _Qaujﬁf =S m{%" _"‘S'Q_j _ the punctuation of ‘couple’ to

- 17¢'e! W\u@h B woes : ff'-"‘uf_‘ﬂ%\f. \!lvg&a MD&. convey meaning. The same is
| Boese h;ym Yoo _Mard _to plend W 8 | true of the word ‘wife’ later on
Twa ) . ;Lle Tohw ook Saew Wl ke | this page. Overall in this essay
Cea So \ova: e .| | the punctuation is accurate and
: . ' : helpful.

My orefmled» ¥ was  tabe LuL we e,'
w3 uee;lei o mm( Rogy T od _
tovward %"‘““"{’h""‘" LA M"ﬂ“% Shugers, how good the spelling is
‘fr‘f"“.'l&—-mvl MP‘ %2‘ bo Wis H’)‘“:af& throu%hout the gssay?
e wican hw_ C‘Lﬁo& hoh _kumagked
toud JYohw oud  had Swew w ew Orw»
hadd. Se . ool Wk drwy owd_ gﬁmlxa__m_eml
) X‘GU\&(A&. Wde » T E:u&\,mj l—p\.!‘ WA, G&~
loste) - aud  uished et Ve deor lockig
+ odan) m\a@i-% x =49

@ Excellent vocabulary here in
‘lunged’. This also demonstrates

@ The punctuation and the short

(15 dan} \@AGUO \kew dramatic sentence combine to
IR bl a\:@.\— \Ag_‘)_?mei . contribute to the atmosphere.
The  vesk ob - ¥ way was @ WEJEZ@?_E_
O, e, YOI Vg m, wod_ Clolhg e oe | @ The effective use of a modern
: ey o Peus &\Aakb, \ocse. Aud llended wde idiom is sophisticated as it is
' ’ . typical of the genre.
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

Guestion  Part
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

This was a successful essay and so the areas for improvement were relatively few.

Although the use of short sentences was at times successful in creating dramatic impact, there was sometimes an
overuse of quite simple sentence structures, for example, in paragraphs 1 and 2. The sentence variation was a little
limited on such occasions and needed the introduction of a more complex sentence to break up this repeated
pattern.

In a similar way, while the vocabulary was very good overall, it was not exceptional and there were times when the
addition of a more sophisticated or ‘difficult’ word was needed. Using paragraphs 1 and 2 again as an example, the
vocabulary here contained very little that was exceptional. It was accurate and correct but rather straightforward.
The use of ‘lunging’ in the essay demonstrated that the candidate needed a little more vocabulary of this advanced
sort.

Apart from the above, all the candidate needed to do was be aware of the occasional slips in spelling (‘superstion’)
and expression (‘...the collars we extremely ...") in order to correct them.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

Most candidates chose the Narrative question. This was entirely sensible as narratives are more natural for

the vast majority of candidates. However, there were occasions when candidates had a fixed idea of the story
they wished to write. One of the Narrative titles always asks the candidate to integrate a given sentence into a
storyline. The problem with not being flexible when writing was that often they did not integrate the given sentence
convincingly. This could happen when the candidate has not taken notice of the past tense used in the given
sentence and written the rest of the essay in the present tense so that the given sentence sounds awkward in
context.

Adding variety to a Narrative essay is essential and one of the best ways is to include convincing dialogue.
However, for this to work properly, it must be punctuated correctly, including setting out different speakers on
different lines. Many candidates found it difficult to do this.

Another common mistake made in writing direct speech was when candidates confused it with reported speech so
that it became a mixture of the two — She said that ‘l am going out.’

Prepared opening paragraphs were used in Narrative essays, usually involving the candidate waking up on a
bright, sunny morning and going through the whole routine of washing and having breakfast when in fact it all had
very little to do with the story which tended to start in paragraph 2.
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